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H.E. Mr. Md. Shameem Ahsan

High Commissioner
Bangladesh High Commission in Malaysia

On the Occasion of Boishakhi Mela 2025, It gives me immense
pleasure to extend my heartfelt greetings to all members of the
Bangladeshi community in Malaysia and our Malaysian friends
on the joyous occasion of Boishakhi Mela 2025, celebrating
Pohela Boishakh 1432, the Bengali New Year.

Boishakh holds a special place in the hearts of Bengalis across
the world. It is a time when we come together in the spirit of
unity, culture, and hope. This celebration serves not only as a
reminder of our rich heritage but also as an opportunity to
strengthen the bonds within our community and with our host
country, Malaysia.

This year the Government of Bangaldesh under the leadership
of Hon'ble Chief Advisor Professor Muhammad Yunus has
called for celebration of Pohela Boishakh in an inclusive
manner by honouring the unique culture and heritage of all
ethnic communities of Bangaldesh including the Bengali,
Chakma, Marma, Tripura, Garo, among others.

| commend Bangladeshi Expats in Malaysia (BDExpat) for
organizing this colorful and inclusive cultural festival. Events
like these help preserve our traditions while promoting cultural
exchange, mutual respect, and harmony between the peoples
of Bangladesh and Malaysia.

| invite the Bangladesh community in Malaysia to uphold spirit
of ethnic diversity in their celebration of Bengali New Year. |
also encourage all members of the community to participate
and contribute to the success of Boishakhi Mela 2025. Let this
occasion inspire us to build a brighter future rooted in our
values of resilience, diversity, and togetherness.

May the New Year bring peace, prosperity, and progress to
everyone.

Shuvo Noboborsho to all!
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LEADING WITH VISION: LESSONS IN RESILIENCE,
MENTORSHIP, AND ADAPTABILITY

Sadequr Rahman, Professor, Monash University Malaysia

BDEXxpats: In today's interconnected world, how do you define true leadership? What core values guide
your approach to leading others?

Prof. Sadequr Rahman: I thank BD Expats for giving me the privilege of answering these questions.
True leadership for me involves being able to evoke a vision that every team member can relate to----
like a shining light on a hill, visible from afar, that every team member aspires to reach. In today’s
interconnected world that means that the light on the hill has to appeal to people from different
cultures, languages and religions.

BDExpats: Can you share a significant challenge you faced in your journey and how you navigated it?
What did you learn about resilience?

Prof. Sadequr Rahman: I had one pivotal challenge early in my career that I can share. My first
employment was as post-doc in the University of Toronto in Canada in 1983. My mentor was a very
famous and precise scientist who had worked with a Nobel prize winner.However, he also had a
reputation of being very difficult to work with. We had the same shared goal (of discovering the gene
for a new protein) but different strategies of getting there. I was the one doing the work but he always
had advice that I usually did not take. My progress was slow and we had frequent disagreements, not
only about the science but also about the outlook on life. He was quite right-wing and my socialist
views must have seemed to him very immature.

As I have said, my scientific progress was slow, and my mentor frequently challenged my approach. To
avoid confrontations, I adjusted my lab hours to times I expected he wouldn't be present. Frustrated, he
insisted I install a landline for better communication, which I refused to do. Eventually, we had a
heated disagreement in the lab, leading me to offer my resignation, which he said he would welcome.

I talked to my mother in Bangladesh before resigning and she suggested that I cool off and think about
it again. My mentor also must have had a rethink. The following day I apologised to him and he
accepted it. I did not change my strategy though and we achieved our goal fairly soon after that. I left
Toronto (and Canada) on the best of terms with my mentor.

My time in Toronto taught me resilience. The first year was difficult—slow lab progress, frequent
conflicts with my mentor, and few close friends. Still, I stayed committed to my approach, worked hard,
and eventually achieved our goal, making the second year far more rewarding. Now, whenever I face
challenges, I remind myself that if I got through that period, I can handle anything.

The key lesson I learned was to stay true to your strategy if you believe in it, while also being patient
and open in communication. I find great comfort in the old Persian saying: “This too will pass”—a
reminder that neither good nor bad times are permanent.
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BDExpats: Who has been your greatest mentor or inspiration, and how did they shape your leadership
style? How do you approach mentoring others?

Prof. Sadequr Rahman: I would like to take two chances at answering this question—one for mentor
and one for inspiration.

My greatest mentor was my chief at CSIRO Plant Industry in Australia - a brilliant yet outspoken
leader who challenged staff to justify their roles. If he saw you as you were passing by, he would stop
you and ask why he should not fire you. However, he would listen to you as you tried to justify your
role. Though intimidating at times, he was deeply supportive once engaged and always fair, even
defending his team behind the scenes.

I was also profoundly influenced by my maternal grandmother. My Nani was widowed in her late
twenties while pregnant with my mother and my mama was then five years old. Having no substantial
financial support at that stage, my Nani decided to leave her conservative Muslim family background
and find employment in pre-partition Kolkata, determined to provide a better future for her children.
In this she succeeded and her children made the most of their opportunities. I obviously met my Nani at
a much later stage of her life. She ignited in all her grandchildren a love of learning, critical thinking,
and a deep respect for shared humanity beyond all differences.

BDExpats: In an era of rapid technological and societal shifts, how do you stay adaptable while staying
true to your goals?

Prof. Sadequr Rahman: I must admit, I’ve been a slow adopter of new technology—I only embraced
smartphones and social media much later than most. But I've learned that staying updated is essential,
especially as younger generations adapt quickly. To avoid becoming disconnected, it’s important to stay
aware, particularly of tools used in communication. My current approach is to be a ‘middle adopter’—
when half the people around me start using something new, I consider adopting it too.

Technology is a means, not the end. Our goals may evolve, but as human beings, we often share similar
aspirations later in life. This realisation of similar individual goals should inform our decisions and our
interactions with others, regardless of rapid technological and societal shifts.

BDEXxpats: Communication is vital for leadership. What strategies do you use to inspire teams and foster
collaboration across diverse groups?

Prof. Sadequr Rahman: It is vital is to have regular meetings—in person if possible or at least face-to-
face. Human beings communicate both orally and visually and misunderstandings can arise if the visual
component is missing and oral aspect is not clear.

BDEXxpats: Leaders often face high-pressure decisions. How do you approach complex choices, and what
principles ensure you stay grounded? What questions do you ask yourself regularly to ensure continuous
growth as a leader?

Prof. Sadequr Rahman: I am not sure my strategy is the best but for complex choices, I leave the decision
until the last minute if possible as this may allow one to obtain more information. Another useful
consideration for me is risk analysis—what are the worst consequences of decision A and how likely are
they versus the worst consequences of decision B and how likely are they. We tend to avoid decisions
that could lead to catastrophic consequences even if they are unlikely.

I think one should always stay humble and always learn. Monash University’s motto ‘Ancora imparo’ ("I
am still learning") resonates with me.
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BDExpats: How has your Bangladeshi heritage and expat experience influenced your leadership
perspective? For expats striving to build supportive communities abroad, what steps would you
recommend?

Prof. Sadequr Rahman: It is likely to be a combination of my heritage and my genetics but I am quite
conflict-averse. I think this is common among us Asians. To quote the ancient Chinese strategist Sun
Tzu ‘The supreme art of war is to subdue the enemy without fighting.” Open conflict should be avoided
if possible. Ideally, we should try for a win-win situation and we should always give our opponent room
to retreat while saving face. We should also consider this option for our self. If conflict cannot be
avoided then one should consider the ‘nuclear’ option—go in with as much force as possible to reduce
the time of conflict.

For expats, my suggestion is to interact and build alliances with the broader community as much as
possible. Living in physical or mental ghettos, where you only mix with your own, is not a good long-
term strategy.

BDEXxpats: If you could share one piece of wisdom with aspiring professionals, what would it be?
Prof. Sadequr Rahman: Be sceptical of popular opinion, get as much information as possible and trust
your God-given intelligence to come to a decision.
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Tech Talk
Wasim Reza, Group Chief Technology Officer, Medi-link Global

INDUSTRY IMPACT OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (Al)

BDExpats: In your view, which industries or business areas are likely to be transformed the most by Al
in the next 3 to 5 years? And as organizations scale up their use of Al, how can they tackle critical
challenges like bias, transparency, and accountability?

Wasim Reza: Al is set to radically reshape industries like healthcare—especially in diagnostics,
personalized medicine, and medical claims processing, where it can automate validation, detect fraud,
and improve efficiency. Tools like NLP and machine learning will also enable faster, more accurate data
extraction from medical records. Finance will benefit from enhanced fraud detection and smarter
trading algorithms, manufacturing will see gains through smart automation, and retail will become
more data-driven with personalized marketing and inventory optimization. Business functions such as
customer service, supply chain, and data analysis are also being streamlined through AI. To tackle
issues like bias and accountability, organizations need to work with diverse, representative data,
implement explainable Al models, conduct regular audits, and build clear governance structures.
Involving cross-functional teams and ensuring ongoing human oversight are key to deploying Al
ethically and responsibly at scale.

BDExpats: What are the key technical skills that teams need to succeed in today’s Al-driven landscape?
Wasim Reza: Today’s Al teams need a mix of specialized and adaptable skills. Prompt engineering is
becoming essential for crafting effective inputs for large language models. Fine-tuning pre-trained
models like BERT or GPT is important for adapting them to specific use cases. MLOps tools like
Docker, Kubernetes, and MLflow are vital for deploying and maintaining Al systems. Data engineering
is critical for curating clean, labelled datasets. Explainable AI (XAI) is another crucial skill set—helping
teams build transparent and fair systems. And with Al security becoming a growing concern, teams
need to understand threats like adversarial attacks and data poisoning. Soft skills also matter: cross-
functional collaboration, ethical awareness, and domain knowledge all contribute to successful Al
adoption.

BDExpats: With tools like ChatGPT becoming more widespread, what safeguards should companies
put in place to prevent issues like misinformation or intellectual property theft? Also, in your opinion,
when should ATl augment human decision-making, and where can it operate autonomously?

Wasim Reza: Safeguards start with robust content monitoring, Al output filters, and clear usage
policies. Companies should ensure human oversight, conduct regular audits, and provide employee
training to encourage responsible use. To protect against IP theft, they should enforce strict data access
controls, avoid entering sensitive data into public Al systems, and opt for enterprise-grade tools with
built-in privacy protections. Legal frameworks around Al use and IP rights are equally important. As
for decision-making, Al should augment humans in complex, high-stakes areas—Ilike healthcare, law,
and finance—where ethical context and human judgment are critical. Al can operate autonomously in
low-risk, repetitive tasks such as data entry, customer support, and basic quality checks, boosting
efficiency and freeing up human time for more strategic work.

BDExpats: How does your organization approach Zero Trust implementation, and what technical
hurdles come up during deployment?
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Wasim Reza: Our Zero Trust strategy focuses on verifying identity with MFA, enforcing least
privilege access, and using micro-segmentation and continuous monitoring to secure all resources—
wherever they’re accessed. Challenges arise with legacy systems that aren’t Zero Trust-ready, user
friction from tighter access controls, and the complexity of configuring detailed policies. Gaining full
visibility across hybrid environments is also tough. We’ve found that a phased rollout, combined with
strong IAM integration and unified security platforms, helps us manage these challenges effectively.

BDExpats: How do you see Al playing both a defensive and offensive role in cybersecurity?

Wasim Reza: Al is a powerful tool—but it’s being used on both sides of the cybersecurity battlefield.
Defensively, it helps detect anomalies, automate threat intelligence, flag insider threats through
behavioral analytics, and respond to incidents faster using SOAR tools. Offensively, malicious actors
are using Al to generate deepfakes for impersonation, craft adaptive malware, and scale social
engineering through natural language models. Automated tools are also being used for scanning and
exploiting vulnerabilities. Staying ahead requires ethical Al use, constant model monitoring, and red
teaming to test defenses regularly.

BDExpats: What tools, frameworks, or platforms do you consider indispensable for AI and
cybersecurity workflows?

Wasim Reza: On the Al side, PyTorch and TensorFlow are foundational for model development, and
Hugging Face is excellent for pre-trained NLP models. LangChain is useful for securely orchestrating
large language models. In MLOps, we rely on MLflow and Kubeflow for tracking and deployment,
and Seldon Core for secure model serving. For cybersecurity, Elastic SIEM is great for Al-powered
log analysis, and platforms like Darktrace and CrowdStrike Falcon bring behavioral Al to endpoint
protection. Data privacy is supported by Apache Spark for secure data processing and Microsoft’s
Presidio for PII anonymization. Red teaming tools like the Adversarial Robustness Toolbox (ART)
and MITRE’s Caldera help simulate attacks and strengthen defenses. And for automation, SOAR
platforms like Splunk Phantom and TheHive help streamline incident response.

BDEXxpats: Which emerging technology is currently overhyped, and where should businesses really be
focusing?

Wasim Reza: Web3 and the metaverse are a bit overhyped right now. Web3 promises decentralized
control, but it's still struggling with scalability and regulation. The metaverse, while interesting, hasn’t
found strong business applications outside of gaming and virtual events. Instead, businesses should
focus on Al and automation, which are already delivering real value. Cybersecurity is another top
priority, especially with today’s evolving threat landscape. Cloud and edge computing are improving
scalability and responsiveness, and advanced analytics is helping drive better decision-making. The
key is to invest in technologies that solve practical problems today rather than chasing buzzwords.

BDEXxpats: Any final thoughts to wrap up our discussion on AI?

Wasim Reza: My closing thought is on Augmented Al—an approach where Al amplifies human
intelligence rather than replacing it. It’s the most balanced and effective way to harness Al right now.
Augmented Al combines the speed and precision of machines with the ethics, creativity, and
contextual understanding of humans. It enhances decision-making, especially in complex domains
like healthcare and cybersecurity, while reducing risks by keeping humans in the loop. It’s also easier
to adopt, since it builds on existing systems rather than replacing them. Ultimately, Augmented Al
helps us work smarter, automating routine tasks while keeping the human touch at the heart of
innovation.
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BDExpats Kids’ Club

Md Fawwaz Ammar Sinan, Student, Taylors’ International School

AN ODE TO THE BDEXPATS KIDS' CLUB

The BDExpats Kids Club, launched in 2019, grew from casual meetups into a vibrant community
offering workshops, cultural events, and creative activities that boosted kids’ confidence and skills. It
became a cherished space for learning, friendship, and fun, especially during the COVID-19 lockdown.

From Playdates to Purpose: The Birth of a
Kids’ Club

The BDExpats Kids Club, ever since its
inception and birth in 2019, has always
provided us with a never-ending deluge of
activities and opportunities to socialize and
interact with each other. Before 2019, we were
nothing more than a ragtag bunch of children,
united solely through our parents being
members of the BDExpats community. Over
time, however, we gained attention and we
were given small, low-profile, mini events such
as coloring competitions, fashion shows, and
even performances on  stage, which
undoubtedly helped us children gain
confidence in public and overcome social
awkwardness.

Locked Down, But Opened Up: The COVID
Creative Boom

The kids club really started to pick up during
the COVID-19 Ilockdown with multiple
workshops open for children of all ages, some
of which were the Scratch and Python coding
courses, a smart calculation workshop, and a
chess workshop taught by a Bangladeshi chess
grandmaster. The chess workshop in
particular stood out as it helped us all learn
the basics of chess, such as keeping control of
the center, developing pieces, and different
endgames.

The smart math workshop was also very
memorable as we learned tips and tricks to do
mental math quicker and more efficiently.The
Python courses taught us the ABCs of coding,
such as writing basic programs, the parts of
what makes up a piece of code, and different
programming fundamentals.

The most popular one turned out to be the
Youth Hub and BDExpat joint Scratch
workshop, where we learnt pseudocode.

All of these courses proved to be extremely
popular amongst the Kids Club members, and I
participated in most of them. These workshops
provided a very amiable way to pass the long
hours during the lockdown while also learning
useful skills. Ever since then, our numbers have
only grown exponentially. We also published
an in-house magazine where we contributed
work such as poems and art pieces. Alongside
this we had numerous art competitions every
year during the 2Ist February competition.
These competitions were taken extremely
seriously, with prizes and judges. I remember
racing against the clock to finish my piece one
particular year when I was determined to win
against all of my friends. On one or two
occasions we have even collaborated with
Youth Hub to celebrate Eid.

More Than a Club: A Circle of Friendship and
Fun

I have met some of my closest friends through
this club, and I have no doubt others could say
the same. This Kids Club provides us with a
valuable and safe social space where we can
spread ideas, thoughts and get to know people.
I truly hope that this club continues to flourish
so that many years from now we can look upon
these times and smile with the warmest regards.
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Pranab Kumar Ghosh, First Secretary (Commercial), Bangladesh High Commission in Malaysia

BANGLADESH-MALAYSIA TRADE AND INVESTMENT: A
STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP FOR THE FUTURE

Introduction

Bangladesh and Malaysia have come a long way to consolidate their bilateral relations on a broader
spectrum since the establishment of diplomatic ties between the two countries after Malaysia recognized
Bangladesh, as the first country in South East Asia, on 31 January 1972. Geographical proximity and
shared cultural & religious values bonded Bangladesh and Malaysia in a strong thread over the years. The
innovative and hardworking people of Bangladesh have also contributed significantly to bringing Malaysia
and its friendly people much closer in recent decades. Moreover, the socioeconomic development achieved
by Bangladesh has also made Bangladesh an important mutually beneficial partner for Malaysia. Both
countries share common views on a wide range of international issues, as the common members of several
international organizations such as the United Nations, Organisation of Islamic Cooperation, Developing-
8, Group-77, ASEAN Regional Forum, and Commonwealth.

Bilateral Trade between Bangladesh and Malaysia

Malaysia is Bangladesh's 30th-largest trading partner and 20th-largest export destination, while
Bangladesh ranks as Malaysia's second-largest trade partner in South Asia. However, trade between the
two countries has been imbalanced, with Bangladesh importing significantly more than its exports. Recent
trends indicate gradual increase in exports narrowing down the trade imbalance.

During the recent official visit of Malaysian Prime Minister Dato' Seri Anwar Ibrahim to Bangladesh on 4
October 2024 at the invitation of his long-term friend, Nobel Laureate Professor Muhammad Yunus, the
Chief Adviser of the Interim Government of Bangladesh, the two leaders expressed their firm commitment
to revitalize the long-standing bilateral relations between Bangladesh and Malaysia, and discussed potential
areas of collaboration, especially how to increase cooperation in the trade and investment.

In FY 2023-24, Bangladesh exported goods worth USD 293.51 million to Malaysia—dominated by
knitwear (USD 132.3M), woven garments (USD 81.1M), along with vegetables, food & beverage and
footwear. In contrast, Bangladesh imported goods worth approximately USD 2.6 billion, largely
comprising mineral fuel (USD 1.77B), vegetable oils (USD 282M), and machinery.

Bangladesh currently benefits from zero duty on 197 tariff lines under Malaysia's Duty-Free Quota-Free
(DFQF) scheme. Negotiations are ongoing for additional concessions under the Global System of Trade
Preferences (GSTP), particularly for products like ceramics, footwear, tea, spices, leather, and accumulator
batteries.

Export Products Diversification

Bangladesh has significant potential to increase its exports to Malaysia by diversification of export items.
The combination of zero import duties, existing networks, and rising consumer demand provides a
favourable environment for Bangladeshi exporters to thrive in the Malaysian market. Strategic efforts to
enhance product quality, branding, and distribution channels will be crucial to maximizing these
opportunities. Here are five potential Bangladeshi export items that have both supply-side strengths and
promising demand-side opportunities in the Malaysian market:

. Modest Fashion: Bangladesh's strong RMG industry and zero-duty access to Malaysia under the
DFQF scheme position it well in this segment. The growing fashion awareness among Malaysia’s
young Muslim consumers creates strong demand for modest apparel, making it a promising export
category.
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. Jute and Jute Bags: As one of the world’s leading jute producers, Bangladesh has both the
capacity and product variety to serve global markets. With Malaysia increasingly adopting eco-
friendly practices, demand for biodegradable jute bags is on the rise, offering a valuable niche for
Bangladeshi exporters.

. Mango: Bangladesh produces premium-quality mangoes that are already popular among the
diaspora. The presence of a large Bangladeshi community and Bangladeshi-owned retail outlets in
Malaysia makes market access easier and supports higher consumption.

. Spices: Well-known Bangladeshi spice brands like SQUARE and PRAN are already available in
Malaysia, providing a familiar taste to ethnic consumers. The steady demand in ethnic markets
and strong distribution through Bangladeshi retailers present a ready platform for further growth.

. Footwear; Bangladesh’s efficiency and growing capacity in footwear production enable
competitive exports. As Malaysian consumers seek stylish yet affordable footwear, Bangladeshi
products can cater to this emerging demand segment effectively.

Malaysian Investment in Bangladesh

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim’s visit to Bangladesh in October 2024 revitalized investment
momentum. Malaysia now ranks as the 9th largest investor in Bangladesh, with USD 786.19 million
in total FDI as of September 2024, spanning sectors like telecommunications, power, IT, textiles, and
construction. Key players include Robi-Axiata L.td and Edra Bangladesh.

About 400 Malaysian companies operate in Bangladesh. Investment promotion is actively supported
by the Bangladesh High Commission in Kuala Lumpur, especially in Special Economic Zones (SEZs).
Bangladesh has also proposed a dedicated Malaysia Economic Zone to attract further investment,
offering access to a 170-million-strong market.

Existing bilateral agreements—such as the Avoidance of Double Taxation (1983) and Investment
Protection Treaty (1994)—ensure a secure investment environment. With its strategic location and
liberal policies, Bangladesh offers strong potential in RMG, renewable energy, IT, healthcare, agro-
processing, and tourism.

As Malaysia transitions to a knowledge-based economy, labour-intensive industries may need to be
relocating in near future. Bangladeshi workers’ reputation for diligence and adaptability further
enhances Bangladesh’s appeal for Malaysian investors. A government-approved SEZ for Malaysia
could significantly strengthen bilateral economic ties. Recently the Government of Bangladesh
organized an Investment Summit which offered ample opportunities to the potential investors to
explore various sectors of investment. Relevant documents of the summit are available in
https://bida.gov.bd/ and https://summit.bida.gov.bd/ .

Bangladeshi Investment in Malaysia

The economic ties between the two countries are primarily characterized by Malaysian investments in
Bangladesh. However, there is at least one instance of a Bangladeshi company investing in Malaysia.
Akij Group, a prominent Bangladeshi conglomerate, has made a significant cross-border investment
by acquiring two Malaysian companies namely Robin Resources and its subsidiary Robina Flooring
in 2018. This acquisition, valued at $77 million, marked the first cross-border investment by a
Bangladeshi company and involved the production of reconstituted wood products, which are
exported to about 60 countries.

Areas of Future Collaboration
. Free Trade Agreement: Bangladesh is awaiting Malaysia’s response to formally begin Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) negotiations aimed at enhancing bilateral trade. Although talks began in 2010
with chief negotiators appointed, progress has been slow.
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The initiative gained renewed momentum during the Malaysian Prime Minister’s visit to Dhaka in
October 2024, where both sides stressed the urgency of concluding the FTA. A preliminary virtual
meeting on 6 March 2025 was held, and a draft Terms of Reference is expected to be shared soon,
with both parties agreeing to hold a technical meeting in the near future.

. Halal Trade: Malaysia, ranked No.l in the Global Islamic Economy Indicator for 10 consecutive
years, is well-positioned to support Bangladesh in developing a strong halal ecosystem. Through
collaboration with JAKIM and HDC, Malaysia can help establish halal authorities and hubs in
Bangladesh. The Bangladesh High Commission has proposed a “Halal Corridor” to jointly tap
into the USD 3 trillion global halal market. With JAKIM’s recognition of Bangladesh’s Islamic
Foundation as a certifying body, Bangladeshi producers can confidently pursue halal trade
opportunities.

. Joint Business Council: A Joint Business Council (JBC) serves as a vital platform for private sector
dialogue and collaboration on bilateral economic issues. Malaysia currently has JBCs with several
countries, and the formation of a Bangladesh-Malaysia JBC is underway. Facilitated by relevant
ministries and chambers, including FBCCI and NCCIM, this council will help businesses explore
new markets and strengthen trade ties. A draft MoU has been agreed upon, and further steps are
in progress.

. Semiconductor Industry: Malaysia, a global semiconductor leader with 13% of the world’s back-
end market share, contributes 5.5% to its GDP and 37% to exports. Through initiatives like the
National Semiconductor Strategy, it’s advancing into chip design and fabrication. Bangladesh, in
the early stages of semiconductor development, seeks to leverage Malaysia’s expertise in ecosystem
building, talent development, and joint ventures. The Bangladesh High Commission is actively
engaging with Malaysian stakeholders to foster collaboration in design, testing, training, and
industry-standard factory development.

. Agricultural Cooperation: Agriculture offers strong potential for deeper Bangladesh-Malaysia
cooperation, especially amid global food security challenges. Malaysia is keen to collaborate on
palm oil and high-value crops, while Bangladesh brings strengths in climate-resilient farming and
agro-processing. The Bangladesh High Commission is working with Malaysian institutions to
advance joint initiatives. Key areas include:

o Rubber sector development, in partnership with the Malaysian Rubber Board, focusing on
sustainable cultivation, yield improvement, and traceability.

o Rice trade and crop diversification, with Bangladesh offering high-yield, flood-tolerant, and
aromatic rice varieties for Malaysia’s food diversification strategy.

Strategic Partnering Scopes:

. Diversification of Bilateral Trade: Enhanced agri-cooperation would move the trade relationship
beyond traditional sectors, reducing overdependence on any single commodity and increasing
trade stability.

. Technology and Knowledge Transfer: Collaboration in digital agriculture, traceability, and R&D
can elevate the productivity and global competitiveness of Bangladesh’s agricultural sector.

. Food Security and Climate Resilience: Joint agricultural research and innovation can support both
countries’ adaptation to climate change, contributing to regional food security and supply chain
robustness.

As both Bangladesh and Malaysia pursue inclusive growth underpinned by sustainable practices,
agriculture emerges as a strategic sector for policy-driven cooperation for strengthening institutional
linkages, co-investing in innovation, and aligning agri-trade policies, which will be crucial in realizing
the full potential of this partnership.
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Initiatives to Promote Trade & Investment in 2024

In 2024, Bangladesh High Commission in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia remained proactively engaged in
promoting its trade and investment interests with Malaysia and engaged with various stakeholders.
The High Commission organized 16 (sixteen) networking meetings and interactions with different
Ministries, Departments, State Governments, Business Chambers, and investment authorities where
trade facilitation and investment opportunities in Bangladesh were highlighted and collaboration
options with the Mission were positively discussed. Also, at the initiative of Mission, Bangladesh
attended Ten (10) International Trade Fairs in the year 2024 in the fields of halal economy, tourism,
food & beverage, gifts items and machineries. The High Commission also participated in the Sabah
International Blue Economy Conference held on 19-20 September 2024 in Sabah State, Malaysia.

Key challenges and way forward

Malaysia’s top imports—electronics, petroleum products, machinery, and chemicals—are mostly
outside Bangladesh’s current export capacity, emphasizing the need for product diversification. In FY
2023-24, only 20 out of 62 Bangladeshi export categories surpassed USD 1 million.

Many competing countries enjoy preferential tariffs through Malaysia’s FTAs with 22 nations,
including China, India, and Japan. A comprehensive Bangladesh-Malaysia FTA covering goods,
services, and investment could enhance market access, attract investment, and diversify exports.
Currently, no regular platform exists for bilateral business engagement. Associations like FBCCI,
BGMEA, and BMCCI could bridge this gap by launching a joint trade mission and formalizing a
Joint Business Council.

Future Endeavour

Bangladesh maintains strong and friendly ties with Malaysia, a major Southeast Asian economy. The
Bangladesh High Commission in Kuala Lumpur actively promotes economic diplomacy, facilitating
business participation in Malaysian trade fairs and expanding access to the ASEAN market. It also
engages with federal and state governments to boost cooperation in agriculture, digital economy, halal
trade, logistics, education, and culture.

A key initiative is the formation of the Bangladesh-Malaysia Joint Business Council, supported by
both countries’ ministries and chambers. The High Commission has also signed a cooperation MoU
with the Sarawak Business Federation.

To further strengthen ties, Bangladesh plans to open Consulates General in Penang and Johor Bahru.
These steps, along with Malaysia’s support for Bangladesh’s ASEAN integration, pave the way for
deeper bilateral collaboration.

Conclusion
Malaysia regards Bangladesh as a vital trading partner in South Asia, recognizing its growing
economy and strategic location. Conversely, Bangladesh views Malaysia as a gateway to the ASEAN
markets, making their partnership mutually strategic and poised for significant growth. This growth is
driven by expanding trade, increasing investments, enhanced economic diplomacy, and ongoing efforts
toward a Free Trade Agreement (FTA). The partnership offers vast opportunities for economic
development, export diversification, and cooperation in key sectors such as technology, renewable
energy, and halal products.
The Bangladeshi expatriate community in Malaysia plays a crucial role as a bridge in promoting trade
and investment. Their unique position enables them to facilitate business linkages, share market
knowledge, and foster entreprencurship, thereby strengthening economic and social ties. Active
engagement by the diaspora, alongside government and private sector initiatives, will be key to
unlocking the full potential of this partnership. Together, Bangladesh and Malaysia can achieve
sustainable growth and shared prosperity, with the Bangladeshi community in Malaysia serving as a
powerful catalyst in this journey.
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Shah Newaz Khan Reza, Head of Commercial Excellence, Malaysia & Singapore, Sandoz / Novartis

CONQUERING THE CHALLENGES OF EXPATRIATION

For much of my career, I was committed to build
my professional journey in Bangladesh, this was
driven partly by a strong sense of purpose and
partly by personal and family responsibilities.
However, a moment came when I was faced with a
pivotal decision - and I chose to step out of my
comfort zone. At that time, a trusted mentor, who
had extensive experience as an expatriate, played a
key role in shaping my decision. I still remember
his words - “The journey will be complex, but the
personal and professional growth it offers is
unmatchable”. Looking back now, I can
wholeheartedly say - he was right. Expatriation is a
life-changing experience worth embracing.

Adapting to Uncertainty

Relocating abroad as an expatriate introduces a
unique mix of volatility, uncertainty, complexity,
and ambiguity. In many ways, it is even more
demanding than permanent migration. Expat life
is defined by continuous transition, making
adaptability one of the most essential skills for
success. For anyone preparing to take this step, it’s
critical to acknowledge and prepare for these
complexities - not only on a professional level but
personally, too.

Establishing Effective Working Relationship

One of the first challenges expatriates face is
adapting to new professional environments.
Initially, you may be viewed as an outsider with
limited knowledge of the local context. Building
credibility and trust takes time and effort, and
success relies heavily on intercultural competence.
In my current team, we represent seven different
nationalities across three continents. Navigating
cultural differences and finding common ground
has been essential in fostering a collaborative and
supportive environment. This means going beyond
cultural do’s and don’ts - understanding
communication styles, decoding non-verbal cues,
and appreciating subtle differences in workplace
norms. Immersing yourself in the local culture can
be incredibly helpful. It not only aids in
communication but also transforms what may
seem like daunting challenges into meaningful
experiences.
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Embracing Change and Developing Resilience

The learning curve in a new country is steep,
particularly when adjusting to a new operational
rhythm and workplace culture. Many expatriates,
driven by a desire to deliver quick results and
create impact, may push too hard, too fast.
However, this approach can backfire, leading to
resistance from stakeholders and put unnecessary
pressure on you. It’s important to slow down,
observe, and earn the trust of your colleagues and
stakeholders. Resilience becomes your greatest ally.
Expat burnout is a real and often overlooked issue.
The pressure of adapting, performing, and
adjusting to a new lifestyle can be overwhelming.
Work stress combined with unfamiliarity can
create a mental toll. Prioritizing self-care and
social well-being is vital—and this brings me to the
next point.

Rebuilding Social Circle

One of the most emotionally challenging aspects
of expat life is leaving behind familiar support
networks. The sense of isolation can be profound,
especially in the early stages. Establishing a new
social circle is not just helpful; it’s essential for a
fulfilling expatriate experience. Joining expat
communities, clubs, or interest-based groups is a
great way to meet new people and build a sense of
belonging. These spaces offer familiarity and
practical support while easing the cultural
adjustment process. Such engagement not only
helps build a sense of purpose outside of work but
also supports mental well-being and reduces the
risk of burnout.

Final Thoughts

The life of an expatriate is an exciting and often
unpredictable  journey-filled  with  cultural
intricacies,  bureaucratic  challenges, legal
complexities, and the balancing act of managing
expectations at home and abroad. Thriving in this
environment demands awareness, preparation, and
adaptability. Despite the challenges, the skills you
develop - resilience, agility, cross-cultural
collaboration, and effective communication - are
incredibly valuable. Expatriation isn't just a career
move; it's a life experience that enriches both your
personal and professional horizons.
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Sumaiya Zafrin Chowdhury, Treasurer, Youth Hub Foundation

BRIDGING THE GAP: DESIGNING ACADEMIC STUDY
ALONGSIDE INDUSTRY AND COMMUNITY WORK IN
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (IT)

Bridging Study, Industry, and Community in IT

An academic journey in IT can sometimes feel isolated from the tech industry and community impact.
Many students and early-career professionals ask how to excel in their studies while gaining real-world
experience and giving back to society. The good news is that these paths don’t need to be separate. By
intentionally aligning your academic journey with industry roles and community contributions, you can
bridge theory and practice and set yourself up for a fulfilling, purpose-driven career. This guide offers
practical advice—choosing relevant courses, gaining hands-on experience, balancing roles, building a
personal brand—and concludes with a brief reflection from my own experience.

Align Your Learning with Industry Needs

Start by selecting courses that align with your career goals. Instead of just fulfilling degree requirements,
choose electives and projects that match your interests—Ilike machine learning and databases for aspiring
data scientists, or cybersecurity and cryptography for security specialists. Many institutions also offer
industry-linked capstone projects that let you tackle real-world problems before graduation. Don’t
neglect soft skills either—teamwork, communication, and leadership training can make a major
difference in your career. When your academic learning reflects industry demands, your transition into
the workforce becomes smoother and more impactful.

Start Gaining Practical Experience Early

Theory comes to life through application. Internships and practical work experience are critical—
students who intern are significantly more likely to land full-time roles post-graduation. Whether it’s an
internship, part-time IT job, hackathon, freelance gig, or contributing to open-source projects, practical
exposure strengthens your skills and helps build a standout resume. These experiences also make
classroom lessons more meaningful and improve your confidence in professional settings. The earlier you
start applying your knowledge, the faster you’ll grow.

Balancing Academics, Work, and Life

Balancing studies, jobs, and community roles takes planning and discipline. Use a planner to structure
your time, set realistic priorities, and communicate with professors or employers when conflicts arise.
Learn to say no when necessary and prioritize quality over quantity. Importantly, don’t overlook self-
care—rest, nutrition, and exercise help maintain focus and energy. Managing multiple responsibilities
builds time management, resilience, and a mindset essential for long-term success in the IT field.

Build Your Brand and Network

In tech, your visibility matters. Build your personal brand by maintaining an updated LinkedIn and
GitHub profile showcasing your skills, projects, and involvement. Attend conferences, meetups, or join
online tech communities to expand your network. Focus on building a few meaningful connections
rather than collecting contacts. These relationships often lead to opportunities—whether through
referrals, mentorship, or collaborations. A strong professional reputation and visible track record can set
you apart in a competitive industry.
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Engage with the Tech Community

Community engagement sharpens your skills while making a difference. Whether mentoring peers,
volunteering at tech events, or joining student clubs, community involvement strengthens leadership,
teamwork, and communication. It also reflects initiative and social awareness; qualities employers
increasingly value. Volunteering enhances your resume, broadens your network, and reminds you that
IT is ultimately about solving real problems for people. The experience you gain while contributing
will reinforce your own learning and strengthen your professional identity.

A Personal Reflection

My passion lies at the intersection of health and technology. Over the years, I've actively sought ways
to integrate my academic learning with real-world impact. Through the Youth Hub Foundation, I've
supported initiatives aligned with the UN Sustainable Development Goals—covering health,
education, gender equality, and climate action. My journey as a Google Local Guide since 2014 has
also played a key role, allowing me to attend summits in California (2016-2019), Singapore, and
Japan, fully sponsored by Google.

Beyond that, I’ve engaged with the global tech community by attending the Google Cloud Summit
(Malaysia, 2017) and the Commonwealth Youth Summit (2017). My contributions have been
recognized in media features and official Google blogs, especially on occasions like International
Women’s Day and Pohela Boishakh. I've received awards such as Google’s Guiding Star, the Google
Crowdsource Community Leader trophy, and was named among the 100 Most Influential Young
People by Opportunities Hub (2020).

As a Global Youth Ambassador (Alumni) under Theirworld—an initiative founded by former UK
Prime Minister Gordon Brown—I’ve connected with change-makers worldwide. These experiences
have not only supported my academic journey but also shaped my sense of purpose: to use technology
as a tool for social good. The integration of study, service, and professional work has allowed me to
grow holistically—as both a technologist and a socially conscious individual.

Study, Work, and Purpose: A Unified Path

To build a meaningful IT career, connect your studies, industry involvement, and community service.
Let each element reinforce the other. Apply what you learn in class to real-world projects, bring your
professional expertise into volunteer work, and use community insights to guide your academic
interests.

Step beyond your comfort zone—join a new project, attend a tech talk, or offer to mentor a peer.
These experiences won’t just build your resume; they’ll enrich your personal growth and clarify your
purpose. My own journey has shown me that blending academic excellence, professional impact, and
community contribution leads to a career that is not only successful but deeply fulfilling.
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Mohammad Nazmul Hasan Maziz, Chess Player

CHESS - MORE THAN JUST A GAME

Chess: A Game of Life Lessons

Chess is a ‘Game of Strategy, a ‘Sport of the Mind’ and a “Tool for Skill Development’. Although we
know chess to be just a game and not a sport, the International Olympic Committee and over 100
countries have indeed recognized chess as a sport. Chess is not simply a game, but it is also a way of life.
Chess mimics our real life in many ways. Chess is a laboratory for decision making process in a short
time under pressure, calculation, creativity, evaluation and analysis, strategy and continuous
performance development among others. Many see chess as a metaphor for life, where every move has
consequences, and the ultimate goal is to achieve success. Many people do not even know that playing
chess can teach us valuable lessons in and about life. Some of the greatest lessons that we can learn
from chess are:

. Enjoy the Journey: Whether winning or losing, the essence of chess lies in the enjoyment of the
game. Similarly, in life, finding joy in our pursuits, regardless of the outcome, is crucial for personal
fulfillment.

. Embrace Flexibility: Chess requires players to adapt their strategies based on the opponent's moves.
Life, too, is unpredictable, and being flexible allows us to navigate unforeseen challenges effectively.

. Foster Creativity: Success in chess often stems from innovative thinking and creative strategies. In
life, creativity enables us to devise unique solutions and adapt to various situations.

. Make Timely Decisions: With time constraints in chess, players must make quick yet effective
decisions. Life presents similar scenarios where timely decision-making can lead to favorable
outcomes.

. Understand Strategic Sacrifice: Sacrificing a piece in chess can lead to a better position or victory.
In life, making sacrifices, such as time or resources, can pave the way for long-term benefits.

. Recognize Patterns: Identifying patterns in an opponent's play can provide a strategic advantage in
chess. Similarly, recognizing patterns in life helps us anticipate outcomes and make informed
decisions.

. Think Ahead and Innovate: Chess teaches the importance of planning several moves ahead and
thinking outside the box. In life, foresight and innovation are key to overcoming obstacles and
achieving goals.

. Seize Opportunities: Opportunities in chess, like capturing a key piece, must be seized promptly.
Life offers chances that, if not taken, may not come again. Being proactive is essential.

. Maintain Confidence and Stand Firm: Confidence in one's moves is vital in chess. In life, believing
in our decisions and standing by them, even amidst challenges, builds resilience and integrity.

. Be Proactive and Assertive: Aggressive strategies in chess can disrupt an opponent's plan. In life,
taking initiative and being assertive can lead to significant achievements and personal growth.

. Accept and Learn from Losses: Losses in chess are inevitable but offer valuable lessons. In life,
setbacks should be viewed as learning opportunities, guiding us toward future success.

(About the Author: Mohammad Nazmul Hasan Maziz is a FIDE-rated chess player who has
significantly contributed to the chess community. He has served as the official chess coach for
Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM) and has been a champion in the Malaysian Inter-Varsity Chess
Championship for several years. Representing the University of Malaya, he competed in the World
Inter-Varsity Chess Championship and has secured numerous titles at district and state levels.
Internationally, he has represented Bangladesh in various chess championships, showcasing his
dedication and prowess in the game.)
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Zara Afrin Ali, Student, Taylor’s University Malaysia

A FOREIGNER IN MY OWN COUNTRY

Ever since 1 was just ten months old, I’ve lived outside of Bangladesh, my birthplace, the blood that
flows inside of me and the land that forms the core of who I am. I spent the first five years of my life in
Japan, surrounded by cherry blossoms, vibrant cityscapes, and a language that I was more comfortable
with rather than my mother tongue. After that, my family moved to Malaysia, where we’ve lived since.
Though I grew up thousands of miles away from Bangladesh, a quiet part of me always held onto it. It
felt like an invisible thread tied around my heart, gently tugging me toward the place I could barely
spend days in, but deeply longed to understand. This longing became the beginning of my journey. To
hold on to my identity, to discover more about my culture, its history and most importantly, to learn
Bangla.

During my time in Japan, my earliest memories are of playgrounds filled with my Japanese friends,
cartoon shows I would watch all day long, and enthusiastic teachers who taught me simple words with
laughter. I quickly picked up Japanese to make friends and feel included. I was even told that I sounded
like a native speaker! However, at home, everything was different. The moment I stepped through the
door of our home, and dropped my school bag, the world shifted into a space filled with Bangla, my
parents’ voices, family phone calls, celebrations like Bangla New Year or 21st February, the sarees,
bangles and bedtime stories that painted scenes of village life, and folktales like “Shakchunni”, the
female version of monster, embedded into my head. It was like our own little bubble. With my parents,
Bangla was more than a language. It was a world where I belonged, even if I didn’t fully understand its
depth on that time.

One of the moments that defined my connection to Bangla came when I participated in a competition. I
was only a child, but I still remember the excitement and nervousness I felt when I wrote the entire
Bangla alphabet. I poured my little heart into every letter, colouring it with different colours,
remembering the curves and dots my mom had shown me countless times. When I was announced as
the first-place winner, my parents beamed with pride. That achievement wasn’t just an award, to me it
was something greater, a sense of joy burned inside of me. It told me that even if I didn’t live in
Bangladesh, the culture of my country was alive within me. And that I had the ability to improve and
gain more knowledge. That I should not be afraid of wanting to learn my own countries’ language. Not
be afraid of wanting to be a part of the “Desi Club”. And definitely to not be embarrassed about being
a Bangladeshi who did not know much about her own country.

As we settled into life in Malaysia, the challenge became much harder. In school and among friends,
English was the dominant language. In order to survive here, I needed to tackle a new task, learn the
English language. There were moments where it felt easier to just speak in English with my parents, to
enhance my skills. However, they would not budge. “Only Bangla should be used when you speak to
us,” they would say. Some days I would sit and wonder why I had to speak in Bangla. My friends all
spoke in English with their parents. Why can’t I? Now that I have grown up, I am really grateful that
they have decided to do what they did years ago. They continued to speak to me in Bangla, asked me
how school was, what I did throughout the day and sometimes even corrected my grammar when I
stumbled or even when I could not find the right word to express my thoughts. I had once also almost
forgotten how to write in Bangla, but my mom had then enrolled me into a Bangla class conducted by
my mom’s friend. Here I brushed up the alphabets and could even start reading again. The more I
spoke, the more confident I became and slowly, what once felt like a chore became a source of pride.
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Now, whenever I meet someone who speaks Bengali, a unique excitement bursts inside me. I find myself
smiling before I even say a word. It's like discovering a hidden treasure chest or even winning the
lottery. It may sound dramatic but I grew up seeing in an international school, where every country
would talk to people from their homeland. I would feel quite jealous and think “I wish I knew their
language so that I could speak to them without anyone knowing what we are talking about.” The
feeling of speaking in my own language, especially with someone new, fills me with joy. I would find it
fun to tell my friends and classmates how rich my mother tongue was. And that I could pronounce
almost everything.

Seeing the shock on their faces when they learn that “B” and “S” are different sounds. Their reactions
are always priceless. In university every time I tell my Bengali friends about my life story; they always
look surprised and say that my Bangla is really good for someone who has barely lived there. These
types of praises bring me the same feeling of joy that I felt when I had won the competition. This feeling
constantly reminds me that I am part of something much bigger than just my life abroad.

Though I've never really lived in Bangladesh long enough to call it "home" in the traditional sense, I've
come to realize that home is not just a place, it’s a feeling. And in my opinion, language is the key that
opens its door. That’s why I chose the title “A Foreigner in My Own Country.” I may not walk, eat,
sleep and study there every day, but in my heart, I carry its essence. My journey with Bangla language
and its culture is still ongoing, and I'm excited to keep learning, speaking, and connecting. Because with
every word I say in my mother tongue, I take one step closer to the country that has always been mine,
even from a distance.
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Zaima Tazmeen Khan
Student, Sr1i KDU International School

Pohela Boishakh, the New Year’s Day,
We dress in red and white and play.
Decorations bling, voices cheer,

A special time that feels so near.

We walk in crowds, both young and old,
With painted masks and banners bold.
We smile at strangers, laugh with friends -
The joy of Boishakh never ends.

No matter where we’re from or who,
We come together, proud and true.

We dance, we eat, we sing our songs,
Because this land is where we belong.

The fields are green, the rivers wide,
Our culture fills us all with pride.

In every heart, there burns a flame -

A love that shines through storm and rain.
We speak as one, we care, we share,

In every village, city and square.

Through every voice and helping hand,
We proudly call this our homeland.

A Special Thank You to
Syed Mawla & Friends

We are delighted to share that an
anonymous friend has kindly donated to
support the BDExpat. Your heartfelt
contribution will go a long way in
nurturing creativity, learning, and joy
among our young members. Thank you
for believing in our future! @
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Nuhad Bin Kabir, Student, Methodist College Kuala Lumpur (MCKL)

THE TIME LOOP MURDER

14th April 2025. It was my first case. At that time, I was still finding my footing in the world of
detectives. But this one... this was different. What seemed like a routine murder investigation quickly
became something far more complicated. I couldn’t have predicted how things would unfold, especially
on a day when everything is meant to begin anew. Looking back now, I realize I had no idea then just
how much this case would teach me, or how much I’d be caught up in it. What? Don't you recognize
me? I am Feluda. Actually, his new form. My name is Siddharth Chandra Mitra. Just by hearing the
name, you can understand that I am the grandson of the famous Pradosh Chandra Mitra, whom
everyone knows as Feluda. Right now, I live in Dhaka. I moved here during Covid. 21 Rajani Sen
Road, is now old, and since my father, the late Shri Topase Mitra, passed away, I have been completely
alone. There was no point in staying in Kolkata anymore. It was as if all the secrets had gone to
Bomkesh Bakshi, and I had found nothing.

After arriving in Bangladesh, I came across my first case—a very strange one. On the eve of the first day
of Baishakh in 2024. I was sitting in a wooden swing chair, reading The Hound of the Baskervilles. A
light breeze was blowing through the old window sill, carrying the scent of fish being dipped in mustard
oil for the fish curry, from the house next door. The main road was a huge crowd—people everywhere,
dressed in bright saris and Punjabis, the city was busy preparing for the New Year. Rickshaws were
stuck in a standstill, trying to make room for pedestrians, a few reporters were running to one side,
taking pictures of the colorful decorations. The walls of the road were covered with large canvases,
where a mixture of vibrant colors like electric blue, bright red, and emerald green was visible, creating a
scene like a bright painting in the entire area. The colors of the street, the smells of food, and the chatter
of people were combining to create a strange atmosphere, and before I knew it, I was finally standing in
front of my first mystery.

I was sitting there staring at the sky like a duck, and just as I was drifting off into a half-sleep, “Tring!
Tring!” the landline screamed in its voice, as if trying to get all its strength out. There was no name or
number on the screen. I picked up the phone, wiping my eyes. ‘Hello?” I replied softly, somewhat
unconsciously. ‘Shaun, I am Afnan Karim... I will be killed in the next hour.” The voice trembled with
fear and panic, but strangely there was a kind of cold, clear peace, as if he had accepted his fate. He
spoke quickly, in a secret voice, but every word was clear, as if he wanted to keep a cool head in his own
danger. Before I could say anything, the phone hung up. I stared at the screen in surprise, feeling dizzy.
At first, I thought it might be a prank call, someone trying to call me. But there was something in that
voice that seemed to hang in the air, an uneasy feeling that was consuming me. How did he know my
nickname? It's not something you can ignore. “Afnan Karim”, I said to myself. Stop... I saw this name
in Forbes magazine. He is ninth on the list of the world’s richest people. I thought, maybe I saw
something in my sleep. I went back to sleep.

The next day, my curiosity didn’t seem to subside. I sat down and started to inquire about Afnan
Karim. But one question kept coming to my mind—how did he know my nickname? Anyway, the day
passed, and night came silently. From the balcony, I heard some aunts and uncles sitting in a circle
below playing antakshari. “Tring! Tring!’—the landline phone suddenly screamed as if it would tear its
lungs apart. There was no name or number on the display. I picked up the phone and slowly said,
“Hello?” “Shaun, I'm Afnan Karim”. "I will be killed within the next hour," said a cold voice. The call
ended abruptly. This was no joke. This time I didn't delay. I picked up my notebook and flashlight, put
on my shoes and went out. It's not far from Bakshi Bazar to Dhanmondi Road No. 6 by rickshaw.
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I said to myself, "Let's go and see what's going on." When I reached there, I was running through alley
after alley, searching, when suddenly I saw a man lying down. I ran and saw, really... It was Afnan
Karim. At least three stab wounds near the stomach. I couldn't get any mobile network; I couldn't call
anyone - the police or the hospital. I came out of the alley, contacted the police. I explained the incident
in detail. But when I returned to that alley, I saw - the body was gone. Nowhere. I was stunned. After
half an hour, the police came. I told them everything, but I couldn't quite believe my own words. Finally,
I returned home - heartbroken, shocked and deeply disturbed.

The next morning, I was still consumed by the events of the previous night. I skipped breakfast and
lunch, sifting through every detail in my mind, trying to make sense of it all. My grandfather's old case
notes lay scattered across my desk, but none of them offered the clarity I needed. Frustrated and restless,
I decided to step out for some fresh air. I jogged to Ramna Park, hoping a change of scenery might help.
That’s when I saw him. Afnan Karim. Alive. I blinked. Rubbed my eyes. But there was no mistake—it
was him. I rushed toward him and, catching my breath, blurted out everything: the call, the murder, the
vanishing body. He looked at me like I was insane. “That’s absurd,” he said with a nervous chuckle.
“I'm standing right in front of you. See? Alive and well.” That night, I sat by the landline, heart
thudding, waiting. And then— Tring! Tring! The landline screamed again. I picked up. “Shoun,” came
the voice—shakier this time, filled with fear— “This is Afnan Karim. I will be murdered in the next
hour.” I didn’t waste a second. I threw on my shoes, grabbed my notebook and torch, and raced toward
Dhanmondi Road No. 6. This time, I was faster. I reached just as a figure lunged toward Afnan in a
shadowed alley. I screamed. The attacker turned and fled, vanishing into the darkness. But Afnan was
safe. Back at my place, we sat down to piece together what we knew. Afnan recalled a detail—a burn
scar on the attacker’s forehead. That triggered something in me. I had read an article during my earlier
research. Before Afnan Karim entered the Forbes list, another name was rising fast: Nabil Faruqi.
Afnan froze. “Nabil?” He leaned forward; his voice low. “We worked together at Usmania Glass Sheet
Factory Limited. He was the R&D Director; I was a process engineer. The company was doing well—
really well. Then one day, a gas leak caused a massive explosion. The entire factory went up in flames. I
was on leave that day, but Nabil was on duty. The reports said everyone inside had died.” He paused.
“When I claimed the remaining dues, I unknowingly took Nabil’s salary—and his shares. He was a
stakeholder too. That money made me rich.” He looked away. “What I didn’t know... was that Nabil
had a family. And when I took the money in his name, his family lost everything.” I leaned back in my
chair, remembering something else. “There was another report,” I said slowly. “Some of the workers
who survived the blast were severely burnt. They went through reconstructive surgery. That’s why... you
didn’t recognize him. His face has changed.” There was a moment of silence after Afnan’s confession. I
stared in surprise, not understanding how Afnan would take this situation. “So... Nabil wants to kill
me?” Afnan said softly. I paused for a moment, then calmly said, “Yes, Nabil is the real suspect.” Afnan
said again, scared, “But how did you know that I would die today?” I smiled at him and said, “You have
endured a lot today, Afnan. We will talk about everything tomorrow. But listen, tomorrow you do not
leave the house. I will be waiting for your call at exactly 9:06 pm.” Afnan said, a little confused, “Why
would I call?” I said slowly, calmly, “Follow what I have said. Stay home.”

The next day, I did not waste any time. I went to the gym early in the morning to prepare myself—
physically and mentally, because I needed stamina, focus, and a sharp mind. I sat by the phone until
evening, ready, waiting for it to ring. As soon as I reached for my watch at 9:00 pm, it rang—but
surprisingly, 6 minutes early. I picked up the phone and heard another new voice. “Hello?” “Hello,
Siddharth Chandra Meter,” the voice said. “I am Nabil Farooqui.” I said without hesitation, “Nabil, I
know you are a murderer. Surrender.” Nabil said in a slightly colder voice, “You are not as intelligent as
your grandfather. Yes, I am a murderer, but I have not killed Afnan yet. Afnan will die only when
everyone takes revenge for him.” “Everyone?” I said, confused. Nabil said, “Afnan didn’t just cheat me,
he took everyone’s money and ran away.
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He will die until he apologizes and returns the money to the families of the lost workers.” I quickly ran
to Afnan’s house, calling Afnan halfway to warn him. When I reached Afnan’s house, I saw that he had
been saved, and quickly told him everything that had happened. Afnan, with a look of regret in his eyes,
took out his account book and started returning the money to the lost families. “I... I'm sorry,” Afnan
said, a hint of regret in his voice. I shook my head and said, “You did everything you could. It’s never
too late to do the right thing.” Afnan smiled slowly, tears in his eyes. “Thank you, Shaun. For
everything. Wait, wait, wait... My case is not over yet. In fact, it seems to have just begun. What? Did [
ever say I solved the case? No. Just when I thought I had finished my first case, the very next day, at 9:00
PM, I got another call. This time a new voice. "Do you really believe that Mr. Afnan Karim only cheated
the people at the glass factory?" The call ended abruptly, I couldn't say anything. Then, exactly four
minutes later, the call came again. This time, it was Afnan himself. "Shaun, I am Afnan Karim. I will be
killed in the next hour." So, who is this new villain? What is his motive? The case is still unsolved. Do
you want to find the right answer behind this mysterious cycle of deaths with me? You know, every great
detective has an assistant—Feluda had Topsey, Byomkesh had Ajit, and Sherlock Holmes had Dr.
Watson. Would you like to be my assistant? Let's solve this mystery together. -

The End - Synopsis / Summary On the night of Pohela Boishakh in Old Dhaka, Feluda's grandson
Shoun (Siddharth Chandra Mitra) investigates a mysterious murder for the first time. In a terrifying
phone call, businessman Afnan Karim tells him that he will be killed within an hour. However, when
Shoun reaches the spot, Afnan's body has disappeared. After that, the same incident continues to happen
every day, until Shoun is able to get to the bottom of the mystery. Linked to a horrific factory accident,
Shoun realizes that Nabil Farooqui, whom everyone thought was dead, was alive to take revenge. Each
clue brings him closer, but in the end, a surprising truth comes out, forcing Shoun to make a tough
decision to stop this cycle of killing.
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MEDICAL CENTRE

Sunway City Kuala Lumpur
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‘ STAY PROACTIVE AND HEALTHY WITH
OUR TAILORED SCREENING PACKAGES!

At Sunway Medical Centre, we emphasize the importance of
proactive healthcare, and through our comprehensive
wellness packages, we help you stay ahead of any risks,
ensuring you live your best, healthiest life.
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For more information
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International Patient Centre
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